MINUTES

SUPERVISORS MEETING
April 18, 2023
The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors was held on Tuesday, April 18, 2023, at 6:30 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on January 15, 2023. In attendance were Chairman DiSabella, Supervisor Yost, Supervisor Weaver, Atty. Baranko, Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski, Township Engineer Dennis Peters and Township Manager Elizabeth Tolan.
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Public Comment on Items on Agenda Only: There was no public comment on the agenda. 
Welsh Road Paving Project Bids:  Chairman DiSabella asked if there are any outstanding bids.  The request for bids was duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on 3/31/23 and 4/4/23. The Bid Sheets were attached to the agenda. The following bids were received: 

	BID PACKAGES RECEIVED
	BID AMOUNT 
	10% Bond
	Bid Complete

	M&J Excavation Inc.
	104,737.00
	 
	 

	1618 Spruce Street
	
	Yes
	Yes

	Bloomsburg, PA 17815
	 
	 
	 

	Melissa Sidari
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Lehigh Asphalt Paving and 
	119,186.93
	 
	 

	Construction
	 
	Yes
	Yes

	PO Box 549
	 
	 
	 

	Tamaqua, PA.  18252
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Pennsy Supply, Inc. 
	 
	 
	 

	300 Armstrong Road
	111,483.50
	Yes
	Yes

	Pittston, PA. 18640
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Robert C. Young
	 
	 
	 

	PO Box K
	108,346.52
	Yes
	Yes

	Mifflinville, PA 18631
	 
	 
	 

	570-759-8917
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	H&K Group, Inc. 
	 
	 
	 

	P.O. Box 196
	103,462.91
	Yes
	Yes

	Skippack, PA 19474
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


 A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to award the bid for the Welsh Road Paving Project to H&K Group Inc. in the amount of $103,462.91. The motion passed unanimously. 
Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Public Hearing on March 21, 2023. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing as presented. The motion passed unanimously, and Chairman DiSabella noted that copies were on the front table for public review.
Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on March 21, 2023.  A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting as presented. The motion passed unanimously, and Chairman DiSabella noted that copies were on the front table for public review.
Bills: Supervisor Yost reviewed the Expenses Report of the General Fund for March 2023.  A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to approve the bills as read, and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting.

The motion passed unanimously.
Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella mentioned that the financial statement was attached to all agendas. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to dispense reading and approve the financial report. The motion passed unanimously, and Supervisor Yost signed the Financial Statement.

Police Department: (Chairman DiSabella) 

1.   Chairman DiSabella reviewed the police activity report for March 2023.
2. Magistrate fines collected for March 2023 amounted to $652.56. Two checks were received for restitution from probation services totaling $135.34.
3. A Letter of Intent was presented to the Board for approval in regard to a submission to the Governor’s Center for Local Government Services for technical assistance regarding Regional Police Consolidation. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to approve the submission of the Letter of Intent. The motion passed unanimously. 
Fire Company:
1. Fire Chief Duane Hildebrand was at the meeting and reported that there were 29 Fire and Rescue calls and 69 EMS Calls for the month of March, 2023. 
Road Department: (Supervisor Weaver)

1. The road department report for March 2023 was reviewed by Supervisor Weaver.

2. Correspondence and drawings have been received from the Commonwealth Department of Transportation for construction of State Route 93 section 0305 regarding location/width and right of way.

3. The township has received written notice of the following road department personnel retirements:

a. Barry Ervin – last day of work will be June 9, 2023

b. Randall Drum – last day of work will be September 30, 2023

Zoning Report: (Chairman DiSabella)
1. The zoning officer read the Zoning Report for March 2023.  
2. Chairman DiSabella placed the Zoning Log for March 2023 on the front table. 
3. There is a Zoning Hearing Board Meeting scheduled for April 24, 2023 regarding the application of Paul G. Demko for dimensional variance on property located at 75 College Crest, Sugarloaf, for an 8’ rear setback, where 20’ setback is required. 
4. Ordinance No. 2 of 2023 regarding the Adoption of Codification of Township Ordinances.  A public hearing was held at 6:00 PM prior to the meeting to hear public comment on Ordinance No. 2 of 2023.  A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella to approve ordinance No. 2 of 2023.  The motion passed unanimously.
5. Curative Amendment Free Standing Ordinance:  Atty. Baranko reviewed a possible amendment to Ordinance No. 2 of 2011 regarding Free Standing Solar Panels.  He will provide more details at next month’s meeting. 
Emergency Management: (Chairman DiSabella)
1. The township office has submitted the request for grant funds in the amount of $1500.00 for EMA expenses. 
2. The township extended its appreciation to Wendy Hildebrand for agreeing to assume leadership of the operations of the Emergency Management Function in Mr. Mundie’s continuing absence.  
3. There are walk throughs set up with the Township Manager, Wendy Hildebrand, and Jessica Shoup from Talen Energy to go through the EMA building and see what needs to come over to the municipal building, what can be disposed of as outdated/obsolete and also to review radio and antenna requirements. 
4. Due to a drill being scheduled for the EMA team on September 19th, 2023 which will be in conflict with the Board of Supervisors meeting, a request has been made to reschedule the BOS meeting to another day/time. The meeting will be rescheduled to September 12th at 6:30 PM.
Sugarloaf Recreation Board: (Chairman DiSabella) 
The recreation committee met on March 8, 2023.  The minutes of the meeting have been received.  Items in the minutes have been addressed including the start of cleaning for the season and repair of facia on the stand. There is a request for another camera in light of continued vandalism.  Supervisor Weaver will fix the broken window in the playhouse.
Tomhicken Recreation Board: (Chairman DiSabella)

The Tomhicken Recreation Board will reconvene in April of 2023.
Planning Commission: (Chairman DiSabella)

The April Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on April 3, 2023. The minutes have been received. The next scheduled Meeting of the Planning Commission will be May 1, 2023 at 7:00 PM.
Subdivision/Lot Consolidation/Land Development:
1.     Trella/Bellagio Fields LLC: 

a. A copy of the Transportation Impact Study Determination and Scoping Meeting Application has been received. 
b. PennDOT review has been received with comments.
c. A letter of Incompleteness has been received from the Luzerne Conservation District. 
2. Crossroads XOXO LLC: 

a. Received notice from PennDOT that a HOP application has been submitted and is under review.
3. Sai Sugarloaf Realty (SR93 Convenience Store and Gas Station): 

a. Final Land Development and Subdivision Plan review has been received from Peters Consultants, Inc. with comments. 
b. The first Zoning Review has been received with comments. 
c. A time extension request of 60 days was received from Livic Civil and approved. 
d. Notice was received from PennDOT that a HOP application was returned to the applicant with comments. 
e. After much discussion, an irrevocable standby letter of credit was received from the applicant in the amount of $424,241.40, after which the township released the approved Stormwater HOP application to the developer for submission to PennDOT.
4. Berroa Property:  
a. A letter was received from Skokoski and DeCosmo regarding the Zoning variance decision in representation of Mr. Charles J. Mason, Jr.
b. Correspondence was received from the Zoning Officer in regard to activity being taken in response to complaints regarding debris on the property and his observations. 
5.   Ervin Subdivision:   

a. Review was received from the County of Luzerne with no comments. 

b. A review was received from the Township Zoning Officer advising compliance with the Township’s Zoning Ordinance for the A1 District.

c. Brior Environmental has provided a component 1 planning module.  The planning module has been approved by the planning committee and was forwarded to the Board of Supervisors for approval.  A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver to approve the Ervin Planning Module.  The motion passed unanimously, and the module was signed after the meeting. 
Old Business: 
1. PennDOT Signal Maintenance Agreement:  Attorney Baranko reviewed the maintenance agreement and provided comments for the Board of Supervisors consideration.  This agreement was pending the Board of Supervisors decision on how they would like to proceed. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella to approve the maintenance agreement.  The motion passed unanimously.  Resolution No. 13 of 2023 authorizing the submission of this agreement and future applications for Traffic Signal Approval to the Department of Transportation was tabled pending further information and will be revisited next month.
New Business:  
1. The next scheduled meeting of the Supervisors will be held on Tuesday May 16, 2023 at 6:30 PM.
2. Local Realty Transfer Tax Distribution has been received for March in the amount of $2,332.40.

3. Funds were received in the amount of $1,000.00 for the refund of Liquor Control Fees for the period of August 1, 2022 to January 31, 2023.
4. An Order of the Court has been received for the consideration of a Petition to sell tax delinquent property free and clear of all liens and encumbrances for 43 Second Street Sugarloaf Township.  A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the sale. The motion passed unanimously.
Correspondence: 

1. Correspondence was received from Thomas Coar from the DEP regarding a Notice of Violation Letter to Mr. Ashok Patel for unresolved storage tank violations at Your Choice facility located at 1130 SR 93 Sugarloaf Pa.  A conference has been scheduled by the DEP to discuss the outstanding site characterization, open permitting violations and accruing civil penalty liability. 

2. Correspondence was received from Luzerne County regarding qualification as an urban county for participation in the Community Development Block Grant Program for Fiscal Years 2024-2026.If the Township opts to withdraw, notice must be received by their office by June 12, 2023.  If Sugarloaf intends to stay in the program, no further action is necessary. 

3. Correspondence was received from Atty. Baranko regarding Contractors Storage Yard definition amendment. 

Public Comment (Residents and Taxpayers only) 5-minute limit: 
Carolyn Luchi inquired about the Bolus Mediation.  Atty. Baranko gave an update. 

The Board requested the Township Manager check into obtaining a scheduled maintenance list and vendor list from PennDOT for traffic signals. 
Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, at 7:15 P.M.
It was noted that all reports or correspondence mentioned during this meeting can be reviewed on the front table. If you would like to have a copy, one will be provided to you after the meeting.
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