MINUTES

SUGARLOAF TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS MEETING – July 18, 2023
The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors was held on Tuesday, July 18th, 2023 at 6:30 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on January 15, 2023.
Attendance: 

In attendance were Chairman Joseph DiSabella, Supervisor Rick Weaver, and Supervisor Richard Yost. Also in attendance were Attorney Joseph Baranko, and Township Office Manager Elizabeth Tolan. A representative from Dennis Peter’s office was also in attendance. 
Pledge of Allegiance

Public Comment: There was no public comment on the agenda items.
Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Special Meeting on June 30, 2023. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting as presented. The motion passed unanimously, and it was noted that copies were on the front table for public review. 

Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on June 20, 2023. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting as presented. The motion passed unanimously, and it was noted that copies were on the front table for public review. 

Tar/Chip/Seal 2023 Project Bids:  Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any outstanding bids. The request for bids was duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on July 3, 2023 and July 7th, 2023. One bid was received from Asphalt Maintenance Solutions, LLC which was opened and reviewed. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to award the bid for the Tar/Chip/Seal 2023 Project to Asphalt Maintenance Solutions, LLC, in the amount of $110,469.52. The motion passed unanimously. 

Bills: Supervisor Yost reviewed the Expenses Report of the General Fund for June 2023. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Chairman Weaver, to approve the bills as read and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously.
Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella mentioned that the financial statement was attached to all agendas. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to dispense reading and approve the financial report. The motion passed unanimously.
Supervisor Yost signed the Financial Report. Supervisor Weaver asked a question concerning overtime and approvals. The current procedures were explained to him. He suggested that the overtime should be pre-approved by a supervisor prior to being worked for municipal office staff. 
Police Department:
1.   Chairman DiSabella reviewed the police activity report for June 2023. 
2. Magistrate fines collected for June 2023 amounted to $956.01. One check was received for restitution from probation services totaling $108.57.
Fire Company: 
1. Calls for the Fire Company for the month of June were 67 EMS and 18 Fire and Rescue. 
Road Department: 
1. Supervisor Weaver reviewed the road department report for June 2023. 
Zoning Report: 
1. The zoning officer read the Zoning Report for June 2023. There were twelve permits issued and none denied.

2. Chairman DiSabella placed the Zoning Log for June 2023 on the front table. 
3. A zoning appeal hearing was held on June 26, 2023 for Giuseppe and Sandy Caponera regarding the installation of a six-foot-high fence in the front yard of 96 Larock Road. The application was approved.
4. A proposal was received from Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski to transition his service from employee to vendor in light of the establishment of his new business, Regional Municipal Services. He believes this will afford the township enhanced services at cost savings by eliminating the need for the payment of payroll taxes, mileage, etc. He would like to set up a meeting with the board to discuss the details of this proposal. His desire is to transition now rather than wait for reorganization. The board stated that they will look into having a meeting with the Zoning Officer. 
5. Curative Amendment Free Standing Ordinance:  A public hearing was held on June 20th prior to the Board of Supervisors Meeting for comment on Ordinance No.3 of 2023 pertaining to:
a. Amending Sugarloaf Township Ordinance No. 2 of 2011 entitled Sugarloaf Township Ordinance Regulating Freestanding Solar Panels.

A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve Ordinance No. 3 of 2023. The motion passed unanimously. 

6. Sugarloaf Township Zoning Ordinance Amendments:  A public hearing was held on June 20th, prior to the Board of Supervisors Meeting for comment on Ordinance No. 4 of 2023 pertaining to:
a. Contractor Storage Yard Definition
b. Light Intensity of night illumination
A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to approve Ordinance No. 4 of 2023. The motion passed unanimously.

Emergency Management: 
1. EMA Wendy Hildebrand noted that the EMA materials are all now secured in the Municipal Building. We may need to move the September BOS meeting due to a drill at 5:30 PM on that day. 
Sugarloaf Recreation Board: 
The recreation board meeting for July was held on July 12, 2023. The minutes have not yet been received. 

Tomhicken Recreation Board: 
Minutes have been received from the May and June Meetings. There has also been a request form from the committee for items for approval by the Board of Supervisors. Chairman DiSabella reviewed those items and asked that the smaller items be purchased. The larger requests such as the walkway will be discussed.

Planning Commission: 
1. The July Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on July 3, 2023. The minutes have been received. The next scheduled Meeting of the Planning Commission will be August 7, 2023 at 7:00 PM.

2. A recommendation was made and approved by the Planning Commission that going forward all extension requests should be made in 90-day intervals only. 

3. A letter of resignation was received from Mr. Bart Ecker. 

Subdivision/Lot Consolidation/Land Development:
1.     Trella/Bellagio Fields LLC: 

a. A 90-day extension was approved by the Planning Commission which will expire on November 3, 2023. A motion was needed for the Board of Supervisors to approve the extension. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by, Chairman Weaver, to approve the 90-day extension. Roll Call. The motion passed unanimously.

b. An email was received from Luzerne County Conservation District with comments.
2. Sai Sugarloaf Realty (SR93 Convenience Store and Gas Station): 

a. A notice was received by EPermitting PennDOT stating that the stormwater HOP has been received, reviewed and the permit was issued. The Township Office has received copies of the Stormwater HOP and the Driveway HOP. 
b. A letter was received from DEP approving Sai request for an alternative period for submitting a complete site characterization report. An extension was granted until September 8, 2023. 
c. Correspondence was received from the Township Engineer stating that the driveway in question would require a Township Driveway Permit to access the township roadway. 
d. The Township Zoning Officer received a Township Driveway Permit application.
e. Final plans were submitted, and conditional approval was given by the Planning Commission on the condition that the Township Supervisors approve the Township Driveway Permit. The planning commission signed the Final Plans, and the plans were presented to the Board of Supervisors for consideration of approval. Supervisor Yost asked the representative from Peter’s Consultants to confirm that the Township Engineer had approved the HOP for the township. The response was yes. A was made motion by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman Weaver, to approve the Final Plans based on the conditions set forth. The motion passed unanimously. 
3. Berroa Property: 
a. An inspection report was received from Luzerne Conservation district with comments. 
b. The sewer module application was received from Berroa’s engineer Twin Oaks Consulting. The Townships Primary Engineer signed the application. The connection is for the GHJSA line only. 
c. A review letter was received from Luzerne County Planning with comments and also a review letter was received from Luzerne County engineer with comments. 
d. A 90-day extension was received for Berroa from the Planning Commission which will expire on October 28, 2023. A vote was needed from the Board of Supervisors to approve the extension. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by, Supervisor Weaver, to approve the 90-day extension. The motion passed unanimously.
e. Final Plans were received, and a copy was given to the Township Engineer for review and comments. 
4. Crossroads XOXO Building One:
a. A sewage service ability request response letter was received from the Township Engineer stating that there is adequate sewage capacity to allow connection for sanitary sewage flow for the four buildings tributary to the GHJSA system, which is not part of the limited available EDUs associated with the CSJSA system. The township engineer states that to his understanding the GHJSA has already approved the projected sewage discharge flow for this project. 
b. A second review letter was received from the township engineer with comments. 
c. A letter was received from Atty. Baranko in regard to a conversation with Atty. Ustynosky with comments in regard to the warehouse sewage flow. 
d. A 90-day extension was approved by the Planning Commission which will expire November 1, 2023 and was presented to the Board of Supervisors for approval. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the extension. The motion passed unanimously.
5. Randall Skuba Minor Subdivision

a. A 90-day extension was approved by the planning commission which will expire on October 28, 2023. The extension was presented to the Board of Supervisors for approval. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver to approve the extension. The motion passed unanimously.
6. Bolus Land Development

a. A conditional Zoning Permit was issued by the Township Zoning Officer based on the condition that final land development plans and map must be recorded at Luzerne County Planning and final recorded plans must be returned to the Township Office.
b. The Township Office has received recorded plans. 
New Business:  
1. The next scheduled meeting of the Supervisors will be held on Tuesday August 15, 2023 at 6:30 PM.

2. The first surplus claim fund distribution check for the 2022 plan year from BENECON (PMHIC) was received in the amount of $37,203.00 which represents 50% of our total 2022 surplus distribution. A second check will be received later in the year. 

New Business Cont.:  

3. Local Realty Transfer Tax was received on June 30, 2023 in the amount of $6815.56.

4. There will be a tax appeal hearing on July 11, 2023 for the properties of: Richard and Kathy A. Taylor and Jill Groce

5. Tax Refund Request:  A refund report for the tax year 2023 was received for the period of 7/1/23-7/4/23 from Tax Collector Debbie DiSabella. She is requesting the following refunds:

1. HH H1 Hazleton LLC:  $607.60

2. SAI Sugarloaf Realty LLC:  $169.35

A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the refunds listed above. The motion passed unanimously.

A presentation was given by The Department of Transportation regarding the Interstate 80 East Bound/West Bound Over State Route 93 Bridge Project. The plans for the project and questionnaire sheets will remain in the Municipal Meeting Room through August. The project is tentatively scheduled to begin in 2026.
Correspondence: 

1. A copy of correspondence was received from Stacie Sheetz, Environmental Compliance Specialist for the DEP which was sent to Ashok Patel regarding an alternate timeframe request for responses to a Notice of Proposed Assessment dated March 16, 2023 which addressed the overdue SCR and additional violations. 

Public Comment (Residents and Taxpayers only) 5-minute limit: 

Comments were made pertaining to Bolus’ approval and a resident inquired as to what can be done if Mr. Bolus is not in compliance. The residents were advised to contact the Zoning Officer for questions on how to report violations.
Section 1301 of the Township Code was discussed pertaining to the requirement of an ordinance being in place for the township to add a position of Township Manager and the duties of such and salary to be set by resolution.  The matter as it pertains to Sugarloaf Township will be looked into. 
Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella to adjourn at 7:15 P.M.
It was noted that all reports or correspondence mentioned during this meeting are available on the front table and can be reviewed. If you would like to have a copy, one will be provided to you after the meeting.
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