MINUTES

SUGARLOAF TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS MEETING - May 16, 2023
The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors was held on Tuesday, May 16th, 2023 at 6:30 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on January 15, 2023.
Attendance: 
In attendance were Chairman Joseph DiSabella, Supervisor Rick Weaver, and Supervisor Richard Yost. Also in attendance were Attorney Joseph Baranko, Township Engineer Dennis Peters, and Administrative Assistant Lori Webster.
Pledge of Allegiance
Additions to the Agenda: 

1.
Chairman DiSabella stated that a motion was needed to add the Final Rolled Plans that were received for the Barry Ervin Subdivision. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost to add the Ervin Plans to the Agenda, seconded by Supervisor Weaver. The motion passed unanimously.

2.
Attorney Joseph Baranko stated that a motion was needed to add the Bolus Land Use Appeal Settlement to the Agenda for discussion and possible approval. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver. The motion passed unanimously.
Public Comment: There was no public comment on the agenda items.
Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Public Hearing on April 18, 2023. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing. The motion passed unanimously.
Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on April 18, 2023.  A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting as presented. The motion passed unanimously.
Bills: Supervisor Yost reviewed the Expenses Report of the General Fund for April 2023. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Weaver to approve the bills as read and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously.
Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella mentioned that the financial statement was attached to all agendas. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to dispense reading and approve the financial report. The motion passed unanimously.
Supervisor Yost signed the Financial Report.
Police Department:
1.   Chairman DiSabella reviewed the police activity report for April 2023. There were 133 calls.
2. Magistrate fines collected for April 2023 amounted to $1,049.46. Two checks were received for restitution from probation services totaling $142.84.
Fire Company: 
1. Fire Chief Duane Hildebrand reviewed the report for April 2023. There were 28 Fire/Rescue and 59 EMS calls for a total of 87 calls. 
Road Department: 
1. Supervisor Weaver reviewed the road department report for April 2023. He also stated that Welsh Road was paved last week and that we will soon be doing work on Colony Drive, Forest Hill Road, and Dipple Manor.
2. Supervisor Weaver announced that we will be interviewing for a Road Crew Worker during the week of May 22, 2023.

Zoning Report: 
1. Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski read the Zoning Report for April 2023. There were 8 permits issued and 1 denied.
2. Chairman DiSabella placed the Zoning Log for April, 2023 on the front table. 
3. Correspondence was received from the Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor, Attorney Stephen Seach regarding the unanimous approval for a dimensional variance application of Paul G. Demko.
4. Information was received from the DEP regarding the Fuehrer Bridge Rehabilitation which was reviewed by the Township Engineer Dennis Peters and the Township Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski. 
5. The Zoning Officer, Henry Mleczynski, gave an update to the board on activities regarding Yahner Select Cut Timbering. Both he and Dennis Peters will perform a site visit along with Conservation.
6. Sugarloaf Township Zoning Ordinance Amendments: Consideration is requested from the board to proceed with advertising and submission to the Planning Commission the following Ordinance Amendments:
a. Contractor Storage Yard Definition
b. Light Intensity of Night Illumination
Attorney Joseph Baranko stated that both amendments must be put in proper format.
A motion to proceed with advertising and submission for consideration to the Planning Commission was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver. The motion passed unanimously. 
7. Curative Amendment Free Standing Ordinance:  Attorney Joseph Baranko reviewed a possible amendment to Ordinance No. 2 of 2011 regarding Free Standing Solar Panels. He has been in contact with Attorney Falvello and when he gets the final draft then it will be forwarded to the Planning Commission.
Emergency Management: 
 1.  EMA Coordinator Wendy Hildebrand provided an update to the board.

 a. Contents of the old building have been sorted, obsolete items have been discarded,   

     personal items of Mr. Mundie have been set aside; items needed by the EMA Team are 

     put aside and ready for the move.

              b. The new location for the EMA team drills is in the process of being prepared.

              c. A meeting was held with the recommended vendor to move the radios and antennas   

                 and they will be providing a quote for consideration.
2.   Supervisors thanked Wendy Hildebrand for stepping up as the EMA Coordinator.
3.   The September Supervisor’s Meeting date will need to be rescheduled due to a conflict in the   

      meeting schedule.
Sugarloaf Recreation Board: 
The Recreation Board meeting for April was cancelled.
Tomhicken Recreation Board: 
The Tomhicken Recreation Board met on April 19, 2023 and their minutes have been received.  There is a request for new playground signs, new backboard for the basketball court, new garbage cans for the outside pavilion.  The hall clock needs to be replaced.  An ongoing concern from last season is the side wall of the Handicap Walkway needs to be reinforced as it is pulling away from the entrance and falling apart. This issue was tabled.  Supervisor Yost requested Supervisor Weaver to visit the site to see what can be done and to get an estimate from a contractor for the repair if needed. 
Planning Commission: 
The May Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on May 1, 2023. The minutes have been received. The next scheduled Meeting of the Planning Commission will be June 5, 2023 at 7:00 PM.
Subdivision/Lot Consolidation/Land Development:
1.    Trella/Bellagio Fields LLC: 
a. The Approval Letter Revision has been received from the DEP. 
b. The Township Zoning Officer review has been received with comments.
c. Items for Resubmittal or Submission of Additional Information have been received from the Luzerne Conservation District. 
d. The Site Lighting Plan Review has been received by the Secondary Township Solicitor Twin Oaks Consulting with comments. 
2.      Ervin Subdivision:

a.
Final Rolled Plans were received. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver to accept the Plans, seconded by Chairman DiSabella. The motion passed unanimously. The Plans were signed after the meeting.
3.     Sai Sugarloaf Realty (SR93 Convenience Store and Gas Station): 
a.
Approval Planning Letter – Revision was received from the DEP.
b.
Confirmation of Liquor License Transfer was received from the Pennsylvania 


Liquor Control Board. 
c.
Response comments were received from the Township Engineer regarding access 

to and from the property. (April 6, 2023)
d.
Further comments were received from the Township Engineer to the applicant 
regarding access to and from the property. (April 24, 2023.)
e. HOP No. 292298 was returned for revisions from the DEP with comments.
f. Recommendation was received from the Township Engineer to the municipality and the applicant in regard to the driveway plan. (May 9, 2023.
g. Response was received to the Township Engineer copied to the Township from the applicant expressing issues with the proposed driveway plan. (May 10, 2023.)
4.     Berroa Property:  
a.
Preliminary Plan Review with comments was received from the Township 
Engineer. 
b.
Correspondence was received from the Township Solicitor to the solicitor for Mr. 
Mason in regard to the Township Zoning Hearing board’s decision on the property.
5.     Crossroads XOXO Building One:
a.
A 90-Day extension was requested and approved by the Planning Commission.  A 
motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver to approve the 
Planning Commission’s recommendation of a 90-Day extension. The extension will expire 
on August 3, 2023. The motion passed unanimously. 
6.     Choice Cigarettes: 
a.
A first draft proposed Monitoring Well System Construction and Maintenance 
Agreement was submitted to the township with a request for comments from the 
Township Solicitor. A second draft was submitted after obtaining additional 
information from the township engineer. 
b.
A copy of correspondence was received from the township engineer to Choice 
Cigarettes advising acceptable installation times in regard to school bus traffic.
7.     Randall Skuba Minor Subdivision:
a.
Final Plan Review was received from Luzerne County Planning Commission with 
no comments. 
b.
Zoning Review was received from the Township Zoning Officer with comments. 
c.
Final Plan Review was received from the Township Engineer with comments.
d.
Plan Review was received from Brior Environmental Services Inc. with comments.
Old Business: 
1. PennDOT Signal Maintenance Agreement:  As requested, we reached out to PennDOT for information regarding a suggested vendor for maintenance. They recommended Kuharchick Construction and provided contact information. They also sent a municipal preventative maintenance checklist for our use. 

New Business:  
1. The next scheduled meeting of the Supervisors will be held on Tuesday June 20, 2023 at 6:30 PM.
2. There will be an Electronics Recycling Event held on June 17th, 2023 from 9 am – 12 pm at Butler Township Community Park.  This is a reciprocal event that Sugarloaf and Butler take turns hosting each year.  See the Bulletin Board for more information or check with the municipal office for a flyer.
Correspondence: 
1. Correspondence was received from the County of Luzerne regarding a tax appeal hearing for Lamont Development Company.
2. A request for reference for M&J Excavation Inc. was received from PennDOT which was forwarded to the BOS for comment.

Public Comment (Residents and Taxpayers only) 5-minute limit: 
Caroline Luchi inquired about the Bolus project, but Attorney Baranko stated that he cannot share any details at this time.
Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Yost at 7:04 P.M.
It was noted that all reports or correspondence mentioned during this meeting are available on the front table and can be reviewed. If you would like to have a copy, one will be provided to you after the meeting.
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