MINUTES

SUGARLOAF TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS MEETING – September 18, 2023
The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors was held on Monday September 18, 2023 at 6:00 PM as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on September 12, 2023.
Attendance: 

In attendance were Chairman Joseph DiSabella, Supervisor Rick Weaver, and Supervisor Richard Yost. Also in attendance were Attorney Joseph Baranko, Township Office Manager Elizabeth Tolan and Township Engineer Dennis Peters.
Pledge of Allegiance

A motion was made before the start of business to add a matter of consideration to a request from the Tresckow Hosey Company to have a beer tent at the Helping Hands Fall Festival.  A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to add the item to the agenda.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Public Comment: There was no public comment on the agenda items.
Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on August 15, 2023. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting as presented. The motion passed unanimously, and copies of the minutes were placed on the front table for public review.

Bills: Supervisor Yost reviewed the Expenses Report of the General Fund for August 2023. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the bills as read and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously.
Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella mentioned that the financial statement was attached to all agendas. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to dispense reading and approve the financial report. The motion passed unanimously. Supervisor Yost signed the Financial Report. 

Police Department:
1. Chairman DiSabella reviewed the police activity report for August 2023.

2. Magistrate fines collected for August 2023 amounted to $1,195.09. One check was received for restitution from probation services totaling $34.46.
3. A donation was received in the amount of $1,000.00 from the Marquis George MacDonald Foundation.  Acknowledgement of the gift has been sent to Foundation Directors Kevin and Helen McDonald. 
Fire Company: 
1. Fire Chief Duane Hildebrand reviewed the report for August 2023. There were 20 Fire Calls. EMS calls were not available at the time of the meeting. 

2. A donation was received in the amount of $1,000.00 from the Marquis George MacDonald Foundation.  Acknowledgement of the gift has been sent to Foundation Directors Kevin and Helen McDonald. 
Road Department:
1. The road department activity for August 2023 was reviewed by Supervisor Weaver.

2. Notification of estimated Liquid Fuel Funds and Turnback allocation for 2024 had been received. The amounts were based on 34.69 miles of roads and a population of 3846. Anticipated Liquid Fuels Payment for 2024 is $177,939.17. Anticipated Turnback Payment is $40,280.00 for a total allocation of $218,219.17. Last year’s allocation was $221,213.91.  Supervisor Weaver requested that the total miles of roads be confirmed by PennDOT.

3. The recorded deed for County Road 38, most commonly known as Mountain Drive granting the road to the municipality has been received. 

Zoning Report: 
1. Chairman DiSabella read the Zoning Report for August 2023. 

2. Chairman DiSabella placed the Zoning Log for August 2023 on the front table.

3. There was no zoning hearing board meeting in August due to no business to discuss. 
Emergency Management: 
EMA Coordinator Wendy Hildebrand provided an update to the board. An EMA Drill was scheduled for September 19, 2023 at the municipal building location. There was an issue reported with the Ham Operator capabilities.  Township Engineer Dennis Peters stated that he would check into a LSA MTF Grant opportunity that might provide funds for better reception capabilities. 

Sugarloaf Recreation Board: 
1. The recreation board meeting for September was held on September 6, 2023.  The minutes have been received. 

2. There is a request from the recreation committee that the drainage pipe be checked and snaked. 

3. Grant work on the Tennis Court restoration is to begin in September.  

Tomhicken Recreation Board: 
The Tomhicken Recreation Board met on August 16, 2023 and their minutes have been received. They have provided a list of ongoing needs/concerns. The matter of the accessible ramp has not yet been resolved. 

Planning Commission: 
The September Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on September 5, 2023. The minutes have been received. The next scheduled Meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday October 2, 2023 at 7:00 PM.

Subdivision/Lot Consolidation/Land Development:
1.     Trella/Bellagio Fields LLC: 

a. Chapter 102 visual site inspection report was received from Trella’s engineer Dennis Peters Consultants Inc.
b. A waiver request was received in regard to the proposed landscape islands throughout the parking lot.  Mr. Trella would like to eliminate the islands.  A waiver review letter was received from the secondary engineer, Twin Oaks Consulting with comments.  The Planning Commission tabled the requested waiver due to a request from the client to postpone until the next meeting when he could be present.
2. Berroa Property: 
a. The traffic impact report was received from Berroa’s engineer Twin Oaks Consulting.  The township engineer reviewed the report and is agreeable.  
b. The planning commission voted to accept the engineer’s recommendations.  A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver to accept the Planning Commission recommendation. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Crossroads XOXO Building One:
a. A third review letter was received from the Township Zoning Officer with comments.  

b. A request was made by the client for the Planning Committee to review the dedication of the access roads from Tomhicken road to the proposed warehouse facilities for consideration of the township adoption.   The township engineer explained that the client was requesting the township to take responsibility for the internal roads.  The Planning Committee denied the request. 

4. Crossroads XOX:
a. A 90 Day extension which will expire on December 7, 2023 was approved by the planning committee. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella to accept the Planning Commission recommendation. The motion passed unanimously. 

b. A Will Serve Letter was received from the Hazleton City authority with comments. 

c. A notice of intent to remediate was received from Pennoni in regard to Crossroads Development. When a site is being remediated to a site-specific standard, the township is given a 30-day comment period.  The remediation is necessary due to prior site contaminants. 

5. Sugarloaf Logistics LLC: 
a. A letter with comments was received from PennDOT in regard to the Highway Occupancy application.  The comments are to be addressed and the application resubmitted by Sugarloaf Logistics LLC. 
6. Randall Skuba Minor Subdivision: 

a. A letter was received from the DEP stating that the application was reviewed and has determined that it is technically deficient.  It has been returned for resubmission. 
7. Moisey-Hoover Minor Subdivision:

a. Plans were received and recommended as administratively complete by the Township Engineer and Planning Committee. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to accept the Planning Commission recommendation. The motion passed unanimously.

New Business:  
1. The next scheduled meeting of the Supervisors will be held on Tuesday, October 17, 2023 at 6:30 PM.

2. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to approve a request from the Tresckow Hosey Company to have a beer tent at the Helping Hands Fall Festival which is taking place at the Sugarloaf Township Fire Company Property.  The motion passed unanimously. 

3. Applications are now being accepted for the RISE Sugarloaf Grant Program.  They can be found on the township website and hard copies are available in the office.  The grants are available for small businesses, community groups and not for profit agencies located in Sugarloaf. 

4. Resolution No. 13 of 2023 was presented to the Board for approval for the submission of a Luzerne County LSA Grant for the purchase of two vehicles for the Road Department. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella to approve the submission of the Luzerne LSA Grant Application for the procurement of two road department vehicles. The motion passed unanimously. 

5. Resolution No. 14 of 2023 was presented to the Board for approval for the submission of a Luzerne County LSA Grant for the Larock Recreation Rehabilitation Project. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver to approve the submission of the Luzerne LSA Grant Application for the Larock Recreation Rehabilitation Project. The motion passed unanimously.

6. A letter of intent was received from COMCAST to notify the township that COMCAST intends to apply to Pennsylvania’s COVID-19 ARPA Capital Projects Fund Broadband Infrastructure Program to extend broadband service to unserved locations in Sugarloaf Township. 

7. Notice was received from Luzerne County regarding a Tax Appeal Hearing which was held on September 12, 2023, and hearings which will be held on September 26 and October 10, 2023.

8. Realty Transfer Tax Distribution was received in the amount of $12,756.20 for the period of August 1 to August 31, 2023.

9. Notice was received from Elite Revenue Solutions regarding a repository sale of property in the amount of $500.00 for a property assessed in the name of Edward Nahay on James Drive by Andrew Hertzler.  If there are any objections the township has 45 days to respond. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the sale of this property. The motion passed unanimously.

Correspondence: 

1. Correspondence was received from Atty. Baranko regarding the Kress Litigation. A copy of the complaint was received by the Township Municipal Office. 

2.  Correspondence was received from UGI to notify us that planning is still taking place for the natural gas pipeline, and its intention to pause negotiations regarding the Pipeline ROW Agreements with Landowners.  When UGI reaches the point where details have been completed, they will contact us to present the ROW Agreement along with a compensation offer. 

3. Correspondence was received from the DEP in regard to continued violations regarding Choice Cigarette 94318 in Sugarloaf Township. 

4. Correspondence was received from Luzerne Conservation District in regard to the incompleteness for PAG-02 NPDES General Permit Coverage for the I-80 over Nescopeck Creek Bridge Replacement Project requestion resubmission or submission of additional information from Bridging PA Developer, LLC.

Public Comment (Residents and Taxpayers only) 5-minute limit: 

There was a request from Eleen Kisbaugh of 44 Center Hill Road that the township assist her in having the Standard Speaker discontinue leaving unwanted papers in her driveway.  She was told the township will contact the Standard Speaker on her behalf. 

There was a request for the township to place 25 MPH speed signs in the Meadows on a straight a way where there has been continued reports of speeding. 

There was a concern expressed regarding wires laying alongside the roads for an extended period of time.  There does not appear to be a clear indication of who the wires belong to. 

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, at 7:45 P.M.
The motion passed unanimously. 
It was noted that all reports or correspondence mentioned during this meeting could be reviewed on the front table and that copies were available. 
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