SUPERVISORS MEETING MINUTES
December 19, 2023

The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors was held on Tuesday December 19, 2023, at 
6:30 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on December 15, 2022.
In attendance was Chairman Joseph DiSabella, Supervisor Rick Weaver, Supervisor Richard Yost, and Township Office Manager Elizabeth Tolan. Also in attendance was Tyler Kotch, a Representative from Peters Consultants, Inc., and Attorney Joseph Baranko.
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag:
Public Comment on Items on Agenda Only: There was no public comment.
Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Work Session on November 17, 2023. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the minutes of the Work Session as presented. The motion passed unanimously. 

Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on November 21, 2023. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Resolution No. 19 of 2023:  Resolution No. 19 of 2023 A resolution terminating NPDES Permit No.PAC00021 as it relates to the widening project of Township Road T-382 (Old Berwick Road) was presented to the Board of Supervisors for consideration. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost to approve Resolution No. 19 of 2023. The motion passed unanimously.

Tax Levy for the Year 2024 (Resolution No. 20 of 2023):  Supervisor Yost read the Tax Levy for the Year 2024 which will be as follows:  General Township Purposes:  2.20 mills, Machinery Fund:  0.08 mills, Fire Protection:  0.20 mills, total tax levy for 2024 is 2.48 mills or $0.248 per $100.00 of assessed valuation, Realty Transfer Tax:  0.5%, Earned Income Tax:  1.0%, Local Services Tax:  $52.00.  Street Light Taxes will be levied as follows:  Dipple Manor – $0.42 per foot for improved land and $0.15 per foot for unimproved land. Oakhill Village – $0.75 per foot for improved land and $0.15 per foot for unimproved land. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve Resolution 20 of 2023 to set the Tax Levy for the year 2024 as read. The motion passed unanimously.
Budget for 2024 (Resolution No. 21 of 2023): Supervisor Yost noted that the tentative Budget was open for public inspection from November 22, 2023, to December 19, 2023. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to approve Resolution No. 21 of 2023 to adopt the General Budget for the year 2024. Budgets for all funds:  General Fund, State Fund, Machinery Fund, Fire Fund, Sugarloaf Sewer Fund, Dipple Manor Street Light Fund and Oakhill Village Street Light Fund are included in the 2024 Budget. The motion passed unanimously.
Bills: Supervisor Yost reviewed the Expenses Report of the General Fund for November 2023. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to approve the bills as read, and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously.
Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella mentioned that the financial statement was attached to all agendas. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to dispense the reading and approve the financial report. The motion passed unanimously. Supervisor Yost signed the Financial Statement.
Police Department:
1. Chairman DiSabella reviewed the police activity report for November 2023.
2.   State Police Fines and Penalties payment was received in the amount of $1,312.01.

3.   A check was received for restitution in the amount of $142.76.

4.   A letter of resignation was received from Ptlm. Carol Davenport effective December 22, 2023. Carol leaves to take the bench as Magistrate for district court 11-3-01 Luzerne County. Chairman DiSabella mentioned that the township was grateful for her service and wished her luck in her next endeavor. 
Fire Company: 

1. Chairman DiSabella reviewed the report for November 2023. There were 86 EMS and 19 Fire and Rescue calls. 

Road Department: (Supervisor Weaver)

1. The road department activity for November 2023 was reviewed by Supervisor Weaver.
2. The county has requested that the township consider taking over East and West County Road in Sugarloaf Township. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver to deny the request to take over East County Road from the county. The motion passed unanimously. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella to deny the request to take over West County Road from the county. The motion passed unanimously. The board discussed the possibility of offering the county a plowing contract to take over winter maintenance of these roads for a fee. 
Zoning Report:
1. The zoning officer was not in attendance. Chairman DiSabella read the Zoning Report for November 2023. There were 12 permits issued and none denied. 

2. Chairman DiSabella placed the Zoning Log for November 2023 on the front table.

There was no zoning hearing board meeting in November due to no business to discuss.
Emergency Management:  
EMA Coordinator Wendy Hildebrand was not available for the meeting. 
Sugarloaf Recreation Board: 
1. The recreation board meeting for November was held on November 1, 2023. The minutes have been received. 

2. The recreation committee received their renewed Games of Chance License for 2024.The license is on file at the municipal office.

3. An application was submitted by the Recreation Committee for the RISE Sugarloaf Grant for the Larock Recreation Center. The Recreation Committee received an award in the amount of $1,500.00 from this grant program and checks will be presented in late December.

Tomhicken Recreation Board: 
1. There are no meetings scheduled until spring 2024. 

2. The Tomhicken Recreation Board applied for the RISE Sugarloaf Grant for the Tomhicken Playground. The Tomhicken Recreation Board received an award for $5,000.00 which will be used towards a much-needed replacement of the handicapped ramp and other improvements. 

Planning Commission: 
The Planning Commission held their monthly meeting on December 4, 2023. The minutes have been received. The Regular Meeting and also the Reorganizational Meeting for the Planning Commission will be held on Tuesday January 2, 2024 at 7:00 PM. 

Subdivision/Lot Consolidation/Land Development:
SAI Sugarloaf Realty Gas Station:

1. Received a Grading Exhibit Plan from Livic Civil for an EV Charger Station at SAI’s Gas Station Facility.

The Planning Commission requested that Peters Consultants review the specifics of the Plan.

2.  Received a Notice from e-permitting at PennDOT stating that the Application for HOP has been returned for revision and resubmission.
Crossroads XOXO Building #1:

1.  Received a Notice from e-permitting at PennDOT stating that they returned the Application for the HOP for revision and resubmission.

Crossroads XOX Building #4:

1.  A Request for a 90 Day Extension was received from Crossroad’s Engineer Pennoni. The Extension was approved by the Planning Commission and will expire on March 6, 2024. The Request was presented to the Board of Supervisors for approval. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the 90 Day Extension which will expire on March 6, 2024. The motion passed unanimously.

Crossroads XOX Lot Consolidation-Lot Line Adjustment:
1.  Plans were received from Pennoni for the Lot Consolidation-Lot Line Adjustment. They were accepted by the Planning Commission as Administratively Complete and were presented to the Board of Supervisors for acceptance as Administratively Complete. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to accept the Plans as Administratively Complete. The motion passed unanimously.
Le Famigilia Compagnia Minor Subdivision:

1.  A Waiver from SALDO was requested and approved by the Planning Commission. The request was for the property markers to be steel rebar 5/8-inch diameter and 2 feet in length instead of the stated 3/4-inch diameter and 15-inch length. The Waiver would also allow the property markers that fall on the paved road to be MAG nails. The Waiver Request was presented to the Board of Supervisors. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the Waiver Request. The motion passed unanimously.
2.  The Final Revised Plans were received and are now complete. The Planning Commission approved the Plans, and they were presented to the Board of Supervisors for approval and signature. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the Final Plans. The motion passed unanimously, and the plans were signed after the meeting and given to the engineer for recording.
Rutkowski Subdivision:

1. Review Letters with comments were received from Luzerne County Planning Commission and Luzerne County Engineer.

Old Business:

The RISE Sugarloaf Committee met on Friday December 1st, 2023 to review applications and recommend awards. There will be a check presentation scheduled for the last week of December for the award recipients. A listing of the awards will be on the Township Website in the near future.
New Business:  

1. The reorganization meeting of the Board of Supervisors will be held on January 2nd, 2024 at 6:00 PM followed by the Regular January Meeting of the Board of Supervisors at 6:30 PM.
2. A grant reimbursement was received in the amount of $279.00 from the Act 147 Radiation Grant for refund of funds spent on the new EMA antenna. 
3. A check was received in the amount of $7,546.02 for Local Realty Transfer Tax for the period of September 1 through September 30, 2023.
Correspondence: 

1. Received a Chapter 102 Inspection Report from Luzerne Conservation District in regard to 

Red Truck, LLC.

2. An informal file review was completed by Peters Consultants Inc. regarding Hampton Inn/ Top of the 80’s Sewer Lines.

3. Correspondence was received from Atty. Baranko regarding the Top of the 80’s sewer line agreement. 

4. Notification of review and return for resubmission for an HOP permit for JVI, LLC was received from PennDOT.

5. Correspondence was received from Peter’s Consultants LLC regarding revision of Letter of Credit for SAI Sugarloaf Realty LLC.

6. Notice of civil complaint files for Foster Park Associates LLC was received from Atty. Baranko. 

7. Valley Country Club LLC Notice of Application regarding water use from the Susquehanna River Basin Commission was received. 

8. Notice of possible contamination was received from the DEP regarding the Your Choice (Former Barons) property. 

9. Notice of Civil Complaint service upon Larry J. Stroup was received from Atty. Baranko.

10. The township received notice from Atty. Baranko that he will not be available during the Christmas break between Christmas and New Years, however several other members of his firm will be available should we require service. 

Public Comment:  
There was no public comment. 
With no other business to attend to, Chairman DiSabella wished all a Merry Christmas, and a motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella to adjourn at 6:55 pm.
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