SUPERVISORS MEETING MINUTES
February 20, 2024
The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors was held on Tuesday February 20, 2024, at 
6:30 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on December 15, 2023.
In attendance was Chairman Joseph DiSabella, Supervisor Rick Weaver, Supervisor Richard Yost, Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski, Township Office Manager Elizabeth Tolan and Attorney Joseph Baranko. Also in attendance was Tyler Kotch from Peter’s Consultants, Inc. 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag:
Addition to Agenda:  A motion was needed to advertise for bids to be opened at the March 19, 2024 meeting for the following:

a. 5,000 gallons more or less, over the road, low sulfur dyed diesel fuel delivered to the Township tank.

b. 5,000 gallons more or less, of unleaded gasoline (87) octane delivered to the Township tank. 

Bids will be accepted for either or both items. 

A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to advertise for bids. The motion passed unanimously. 
Public Comment on Items on Agenda Only: Mr. Gary Busch inquired as to where the connection would be for the Warehouse EDU’s. He was advised that it will be connected to the GHJSA Line.
Minutes: The Minutes of the Regular and Reorganization meeting which was held on January 2, 2024 were presented for approval. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the minutes as presented. The motion passed unanimously. Copies of the minutes were put on the front table for public review.
Executive Session:  There was an Executive Session on February 8, 2024 to discuss sewer line capacity for the new warehouses. A motion was needed to allocate 20 EDU’s to JVI LLC.A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the allocation of 20 EDU’s to JVI LLC. The motion passed unanimously.
Bills: Supervisor Yost reviewed the Expenses Report of the General Fund for January 2024. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the bills as read, and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously.
Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella mentioned that the financial statement was attached to all agendas. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to dispense the reading and approve the financial report. The motion passed unanimously. Supervisor Yost signed the Financial Statement.

Police Department: 
1.   Chairman DiSabella reviewed the police activity report for January 2024. There were 116 calls for service.
2. Magistrate fines collected for December 2023 were $465.14 and magistrate fines for January 2024 amounted to $496.22.
3. A check for restitution was received in the amount of $145.64.
Fire Company: 

1. Fire Chief Duane Hildebrand reviewed the report for January 2024. There were 27 Fire and Rescue calls and 99 EMS Calls for a total of 126 calls.

2. There is a Chinese Auction on March 17th. Please see members of the fire company for donations and other information.
Road Department: 
1. Supervisor Weaver reviewed the road department activity for January 2024. 

2. Supervisor Weaver indicated that he would like to make improvements this year to Sugarloaf Mtn. Road and will have Regional District Representative Chris Goetz from PennDOT come to review the road for improvement suggestions this spring. 
.  
Zoning Report:
There was no Zoning Hearing Meeting on January 22, 2024 due to no business to discuss. The zoning report for January 2024 was reviewed. There were five permits issued and zero denied. 
The township has received Carl Faust’s letter of resignation as Commercial UCC Inspector. 
He is resigning to join another firm. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to accept Mr. Faust’s resignation. The motion passed unanimously.

Regional Municipal Services provided a proposal to assume duties as the Townships’ Commercial UCC Inspection service. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to accept Regional Municipal Services proposal. The motion passed unanimously. 

Emergency Management:  
EMA Coordinator Wendy Hildebrand provided an update to the board. The EMA drill normally scheduled for December will be held on August 27th. The Federal drill will be held on October 22, 2024. Ms. Hildebrand put forth a request to the Board of Supervisors to appoint Mr. Brian DeFluri as Deputy EMA Coordinator. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost to appoint Mr. DeFluri as Deputy EMA Coordinator.  The motion passed unanimously. Mr. DeFluri was sworn in by Township Office Manager and Notary Elizabeth Tolan.
Sugarloaf Recreation Board: 
Chairman DiSabella gave a report in regard to the Sugarloaf Recreation Board.
1. The Valley Chiefs would like to host a community Easter Egg Hunt on March 23, 2024. They would like to have the bathrooms open for the day. This request is forwarded to the Board of Supervisors for consideration of whether the water can be turned on this early in the season. The board gave tentative approval weather permitting.
2. The recreation committee meeting/walk through will be held at the park on March 20, 2024.

3. A special meeting was held on January 23, 2024 for discussion regarding the use of Larock field by the Valley Chiefs. The President of the organization committed to providing a presentation to the Board of Supervisors at this meeting addressing the concerns brought up by residents at that meeting. The Board of Supervisors asked the President of the organization to hold his comments until the end of the meeting. 
Tomhicken Recreation Board: 
The Township is in the process of trying to obtain quotes to address the handicapped ramp situation. This will be partially funded by RISE Sugarloaf Grant Funds and partially funded by the general fund. It was suggested that we try to contact Gara Construction for a quote for the handicapped accessible ramp. 
Planning Commission: 
The planning reorganization and regular meetings for January were held on January 2, 2024.The February meeting was held on February 5, 2024. The minutes for both meetings have been received. 

Subdivision/Lot Consolidation/Land Development:
Sugarloaf Industries and Logistics Holdings LP:  A request was received from Sugarloaf Industries and Logistics Holdings LP, to be considered for relief under LERTA. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to authorize the scheduling of a public hearing and to forward to the Planning Commission and begin preparing the statutory notice to proceed. The motion passed unanimously. 
Trella-Bellagio Fields Accessary Use Building:

1. Received Final Plans and Response Letter from Mr. Trella’s Engineer, Peters Consultants. The Plans were given to Twin Oaks to review for completeness.
2. A Review Letter with comments was received from the Township’s Secondary Engineer, Twin Oaks. We also received the latest drawing of the parking islands.

3. Received a response from Peters Consultants in regard to Twin Oaks’ questions about the number of EDU’s dedicated to the new facility.

4. A Waiver Request was received from Mr. Trella’s Engineer, Peters Consultants. They are requesting the waiver to allow for the planting of low growing, ground hugging shrubs and wild grasses as reviewed and accepted by the Township Engineer. The Waiver was approved by the Planning Commission. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the Landscape Waiver Request. The motion passed unanimously.
5. Received Notice from DEP for the Authorization to Discharge under the (NPDES) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System).

6. Received Approval Letter from Luzerne Conservation District in regard to the Minor Amendment to Permit Coverage.

7. Final Revised Plans were received from Peters Consultants. They were accepted for review by our Secondary Engineer Twin Oaks. All comments were met, and the Planning Commission approved the Landscaping Waiver Request and signed the final plans. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the waiver request and the final plans. The motion passed unanimously, and the plans were signed after the meeting. 
Sugarloaf Logistics, LLC:

1. A letter with comments was received from PennDOT in regard to the Highway Occupancy Permit Application. The comments must be addressed, and the application resubmitted.

2. The Planning Commission approved a 180 Day Extension, and it is now presented to the Supervisors for approval. The Extension will end on August 28, 2024.

1. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to approve the 180 Day Extension which will expire on August 28, 2024. The motion passed unanimously. 
Crossroads XOX Building #4:

1. Review Letter with comments were received from Luzerne County Planning

2. Received a letter from James Vozar requesting 26 EDUs for industrial development. They were allocated 20.
Crossroads XOX Lot Consolidation-Lot Line Adjustment:

1. A Review Letter with comments was received from the Township’s Engineer Dennis Peters.

2. Received Review Letter with comments from Luzerne County Engineer.

Rutkowski Subdivision:

1. A Review Letter with comments was received from Peters Consultants, Inc.

2. Revised Subdivision Plans were received from Surveyor Matthew Laidacker. They are pending review from Peters Consultants and Planning.

Le Famigilia Compagnia Subdivision:
1. Received an Approval Letter-Exception from DEP

SAI State Route 93 Convenience Store & Gas Station:

1. Amended Final Land Development Plans for Charging Stations were received from LIVIC Civil. Due to the changes, the Plans are presented to the Planning Commission for determination on how to proceed with these Plans. Please note that the new Plans change the number of charging units from 2 to 12.

New Business:  

1. Local Realty Transfer Tax for the month of December 2023 was received in the amount of $3,429.00. Local Realty Transfer Tax for the month of January 2024 was received in the amount of $6,958.00.
2. Service Electric notified us of an upcoming product update and rate adjustment. We also received a check from Service Electric in the amount of $16,103.91 which represented the Semi-Annual Franchise Fee payment for the period of July 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023.
Correspondence: 

1. A copy of the Joint Municipal Agreement of 2014 was sent for our review.

2. A letter was received from Attorney Baranko with confirmation of the Notice of Intent to Defend as submitted by Mr. Larry Stroup. The Civil Action Hearing was scheduled for January 24, 2024. The date is now rescheduled to March 6, 2024.

3. A Letter was received from Attorney Baranko in regard to Intermunicipal Mutual Aid Police Agreement between Conyngham Borough and Sugarloaf Township.

4. A Letter with comments was received from Peters Consultants in regard to the Royal Crest Detention Basin Lot #3 Royal Crest Drive. It states that Dennis Peters’ inspection of the basin was done on December 22, 2023, following cleanup, and was acceptable and in accordance with the Township Land Development and Stormwater Ordinance.

5. A 4th Quarter of 2023 Status Report of Sewage Allocation was submitted to Pa DEP by the Township Engineer Peters Consultants, Inc. 

6. A Chapter 102 Inspection Report was received from PADEP in regard to the Nahay property. No violations were observed at this time.

7. An Approval Letter was received from Luzerne Conservation District for the I-80 over Nescopeck Creek Bridge Replacement Project. Authorization to Discharge under the NPDES was also received from DEP.

8. A letter with comments was received from our Engineer Peters Consultants in regard to the ACT 537 Special Study on the construction of a sewer line and pump station from the Top of the 80’s and the Hampton Inn to Tomhicken Road.

9. Received preliminary discussion drafts of the Private Sewer Line Conveyance and Reimbursement Agreement associated with the Candlewood private sewer line ownership interest as well as the initial discussion draft of the Hampton Inn private sewer line takeover from Attorney Baranko. 

10. A letter was received from Attorney Baranko in regard to the Advertising Sign at Hazleton 218 PA 93 Gas Station. Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski discussed it with the Planning Commission at their meeting and no one had any comments or concerns.

11. Plans were received from LIVIC Civil in regard to SAI SR93 Convenience Store and Gas Station. SAI wants to amend their Land Development Plans to add 12 Charging Stations. The Plans were given to the Planning Commission for direction, and they would like to review the Plans before making any decisions. A comment letter was received from Engineer Peters Consultants in regard to these changes.

12. Notice was received from The Court of Common Pleas in Luzerne County regarding the Upset Tax Sale conducted on September 21, 2023.

13. Correspondence was received from Atty. Baranko regarding the ongoing issue with Foster Park Associates. 

14. Correspondence was received from Hazleton Generation regarding their yearly report. 

15. Correspondence from Fell Township requesting support regarding two cases between Pioneer Aggregates and the DEP settlement. 

16. Correspondence from Atty. Baranko regarding the ongoing case with Larry J. Stroup. 

17. Meeting minutes were received from the CSJMA for their regular meeting in December and the continuation of that meeting on December 28, 2023.

Valley Chief’s Presentation:  George Kiefer, who spoke for the Valley Chiefs at the Special Meeting, presented the Board of Supervisors with suggested solutions to the problems addressed at the meeting, particularly, misuse of park, trespassing, lighting concerns and parking. Mr. Kiefer suggested having one or more state constables which the league would pay for available at the games. He stated they could help to prevent crime, help with traffic control, and deter disorderly conduct. Constable Leonard spoke about the services that a constable could provide. When asked about spreading out schedule of games to help prevent parking overcrowding, Mr. Keifer stated that he was not responsible for when players meet. It was stated that kickoff is usually around 11:00 am for the youngest players, going to 12:00 Noon for the older players.
Jim Birjinski from Wyoming Valley FB Conference also addressed the board of supervisors regarding his experience with the types of matters we are facing with Larock. 
Public Comment:
· Joanne Weaver inquired if we had the authority to set rules for parking on East or West County Road.
· Wendy Hildebrand suggested possibly issuing families of players parking passes to limit the number of cars per family.
· Jessica Wolfe stated that there are only 150 parking spaces and over 200 players, she also asked the board not to further extend its decision on the matter of the use of the park. 
· Leanne Busch said that the current situation is a burden on the Busch/Cooper families, and they play at Larock because it is free. She stated this past year was the worst year ever, and they have to constantly police their property. She also asked the board not to delay a decision on the matter.
· Shawn Moran said there were 150 spots now and volunteered to paint additional parking lines in the dirt area.
· Mr. Busch stated that the area by the fence was never meant to be a parking area. That the swales on the property were getting damaged, and that he felt the team had outgrown the field. 
Supervisor Weaver stated that while he was in favor of children’s sports, that he felt the situation had gone on long enough, and that he was ready to make a decision regarding the use of the park. Chairman DiSabella, while acknowledging the lengthy time the matter has already taken to resolve, requested that the Recreation Board prepare a list of rules that they would be satisfied with, and that a Special Meeting would be scheduled for the Recreation Board to present those rules to the Board of Supervisors, at which time the supervisors would make a final determination.  
Adjournment: With no other business to attend to, a motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver to adjourn at 8:00 pm.
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