SUPERVISORS MEETING MINUTES
June 18, 2024
The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors was held on Tuesday June 18, 2024, at 
6:30 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on December 15, 2023.
In attendance was Chairman Joseph DiSabella, Supervisor Rick Weaver, Supervisor Richard Yost, Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski, Township Office Manager Elizabeth Tolan and Attorney Joseph Baranko. Also in attendance was Dennis Peter from Peter’s Consultants, Inc., and John Ackerman from Twin Oaks, LLC. 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag:
Public Comment on Items on Agenda Only: There was no public comment. 
Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on May 21, 2024. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting as presented. The motion passed unanimously, and the minutes were placed on the front table for public review. 

Bills: Supervisor Yost reviewed the Expenses Report of the General Fund for May 2024. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the bills as read, and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously.
Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella mentioned that the financial statement was attached to all agendas. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to dispense the reading and approve the financial report. The motion passed unanimously. Supervisor Yost signed the Financial Statement.

Police Department: (Chairman DiSabella) 

1. Chairman DiSabella reviewed the police activity report for May 2024. There were 101 Total Calls.
2. Magistrate fines collected for May 2024 amounted to $1,564.

3. Notice of Payment of State Police Fines and Penalties was received, and we were notified of a payment made to our account in the amount of $1,294.38.

4. We will be receiving reimbursement from the Pennsylvania Highway Safety Program for our Buckle Up initiative in the amount of $273.44.
Fire Company:  Fire Chief Duane Hildebrand reviewed the report for May 2024. There were 21 Fire and Rescue calls, and 64 EMS calls for the month.
Road Department: (Supervisor Weaver)

1. Supervisor Weaver reviewed the Road Activity for the month of May 2024.

2. We have received confirmation from Amanda Latoski who is the Poll Worker Coordinator for Luzerne County that we may move our municipal voting station from the garage into the municipal building meeting room, however decision was made at the meeting to postpone moving the voting into the municipal meeting room due to anticipated volume as a result of the Presidential Election.

3. A motion was needed to go out for bids on the Sugarloaf Mountain Road T-301 Project. One bid will be for three subsurface stabilization areas, and two cross pipes, and the second bid will be for FB modified leveling course and FB modified wearing course. A motion was needed to advertise the two bids for opening at the July 16, 2024 Board of Supervisors Meeting. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to advertise for bid these two projects for a July 16,2024 bid opening date. The motion passed unanimously.

4. As requested, the Township contacted our regional representative at PennDOT who stated that PennDOT, not the municipality, can change weight restrictions on state roads, and route 93 was deemed appropriate for the truck weight traffic which comes through. He stated that he does not believe the municipality will be successful in getting revised weight restrictions in place. Numerous committee members have provided input on this issue. 
Zoning Report: (Chairman DiSabella)

1. A Zoning Report was received from Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski. There were 16 Permits issued and none denied. 
2. Resolution NO. 10 of 2024 was presented to the Board of Supervisors for approval. This resolution updates our current fee schedule changing the fee for Mobile Food Vendors and Sign Permits at the request of the Zoning Officer. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve Resolution NO. 10 of 2024. The motion passed unanimously.

3. The Zoning Officer updated the board on several in-process violations. 

. 

Emergency Management:  
The EMA assistant coordinator provided the Emergency Management Report for Wendy Hildebrand, who is on bereavement due to the passing of her mother. The Board of Supervisors and the entire municipal staff send their condolences to the Hildebrand family on their loss.

There is the quarterly EMA Drill on July 30th, 2024. 
Sugarloaf Recreation Board: (Chairman DiSabella) 
1. A meeting was held on June 12, 2024. At this meeting, the recreation committee made the decision that they will spend the $70,000.00 on refurbishing the walking trail at Larock Park. Twin Oaks has reviewed the project and will be providing us with bid documents to go out for bid. It is our intention to have a bid opening at the July Board of Supervisors meeting dependent on when the bid package is completed by our engineer. The DCED considers this landscaping project to fall under construction and therefore prevailing wage will apply. We do not require a vote to release this bid as the project as a whole was previously approved by the Board. 

2. The recreation committee has decided to use their RISE Sugarloaf Grant on new doors for the concession stand. We are waiting for a quote from Auto Glass. This project must be completed within the next two weeks as final reporting for the Luzerne County ARPA Grant is due by June 30,2024, or we will need to file for an extension. 

3. We have applied for a $5,000.00 grant from Make America Beautiful Foundation. This grant can only be used for tree planting. If we receive this grant, the intention is to remove the overgrown trees on the back of the trail and replace them with smaller seedlings. If we accomplish this grant award, it will save us money on our Larock Recreation Rehabilitation Project.

4. We have received numerous favorable comments regarding the restoration of the tennis/pickleball courts. 

Tomhicken Recreation Board: (Chairman DiSabella)
The Tomhicken Recreation Committee met on May 15, 2024. They had a number of concerns to address, including a wasp nest which the Road Department took care of. They are also asking for weed whacking and mulching to be done. They need a hose and mount for the outside pavilion. They are also asking for the Basketball court to be patched and sealed, and for a new playground sign. 

The RISE Sugarloaf Grant received by the Tomhicken Recreation Committee will be used for a wall heating/air system. The system will be installed the week of June 24, 2024.
Planning Commission: 
The Planning Commission met on May 6,2024. The minutes have been received. 
Laputka Minor Subdivision:

1.  A 90 Day Extension Request was received from Peters Consultants. The current time period will expire on June 30, 2024. The Extension would then expire on September 28, 2024. The Planning Commission approved the Extension, and the request is now presented to the Supervisors. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver to approve the 90 Day Extension.

The motion passed unanimously.
Sugarloaf 93, LLC Minor Subdivision 2024 (Trella):

1.  A Review Letter with comments was received from Engineer Twin Oaks.

2.  A Review Letter with comment was received from Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski.

3. A Response Letter was received from the client’s Engineer, Peters Consultants, addressing comments from the Engineer and Zoning Officer.

4.  Final Rolled Plans were received. Per our alternate Engineer, John Ackerman of Twin Oaks, the Plans are complete, and all comments have been met. The Planning Commission approved and signed the Plans, and they were presented to the Supervisors. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost. To approve the Final Rolled Plans. The motion passed unanimously, and the plans were signed and sealed after the meeting. 
Trella Bellagio Fields:

1. Attorney Karpowich will be submitting a Waiver Request in regard to the removal of the islands in the parking area. The Planning Commission tabled the Waiver Request until it was received from Attorney Karpowich.

Reakes Minor Subdivision:

1.  Plans were received and accepted as Administratively Complete by the Planning Commission. They were presented to the Supervisors. A motion by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to accept the Plans as Administratively Complete. The motion passed unanimously.
2.  The Sewer Planning Module was received from Brior Environmental. The Planning Commission approved and signed the Planning Module, and it was presented to the Supervisors for approval and signature. A motion by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the Sewer Planning Module. The motion passed unanimously.
SAI State Route 93 Convenience Store & Gas Station:

1.  Received a letter from Engineer Dennis Peters informing LIVIC Civil of what changes are needed yet in regard to the parking spaces and charging stations and for new Plans to be submitted for review.

2.  A Letter was received from Engineer Dennis Peters stating that the location of the proposed sign provides adequate sight distance north on State Route 93.

3.  Received the Receipt of Notice of Intent to Remediate Statewide Health Standard from Pa DEP.

Old Business: There was no old business. 
New Business:
1. Ordinance No. 2 of 2024 regarding Sugarloaf Industrial and Logistics LERTA request was presented to the Board for consideration of advertising and setting the time for a public hearing. The motion was tabled due to not having redline items incorporated and final draft received including mets and bounds. 
2. A vote confirming a new law to put public housing zoning ruling through the state rather than Local Zoning Officials was passed by the Housing Committee in the PA House of Representatives. This vote allows the legislation to move to the house floor for a vote to see if they will allow it to be presented to the assembly for vote to forward to the Senate. The vote passed along party lines, however Representative Watro after being briefed by our municipality did vote NO, as did several other Republicans on the committee. PSATS is against this legislation as the organization believes that this decision should be made by local municipalities who are most knowledgeable about their areas. Sugarloaf Township completed a Questionnaire at the request of PSATS showing that this issue is not a concern in our municipality as we have not received zoning applications for multifamily residences. 

3. Items for Disposal:  A listing of items for destruction was presented to the board for approval. All items have been checked against the Municipal Records Act to ensure they can be destroyed at this point. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost to approve the destruction of the documents listed. The motion passed unanimously.
4. A Stop Loss Reimbursement for our insurance plan has been resolved and we were sent a reimbursement check in the amount of $974.76.

5. Local Real Estate Transfer Tax for May 2024 was received in the amount of $16,252.81.

6. Notice was received from Luzerne County of a tax appeal hearing that will be held on July 3, 2024 for the property of Robert and Lynne Nemeth.

7. Luzerne County sent a change of assessment notice for the property of John and Laurie Moran. 

8. We have information for the Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program Voucher and a list of participating vendors available in the municipal office and on the community information board in the meeting room. This information also included total household limits for the program. Voucher distribution will be continued through July. If you need this program, you are encouraged to review the information available. Seniors who are eligible will receive five vouchers for $10.00 each to use for fruits, vegetables, and edible herbs. 

9. Information is on the community board and in the municipal office regarding staying safe during the high summer temperatures. If you do not have air conditioning and need a cool place, should you begin to feel the effects of the elevated temperatures, the municipal meeting room will be opened as a cooling station between the hours of 8:00 am and 3:00 pm during the months of July and August. IF you feel that you need medical attention, please go to the nearest emergency center, or call 911.
Correspondence: 

1. Correspondence was received from Gregory Environmental regarding A NPDES Renewal Permit for Drums Sewage Treatment Plant under the applicant Nehal Investments LLC. 
2. Correspondence was received from Atty. Baranko regarding the Act 537 Special Study. 
3. The O’Donnell Law Firm sent correspondence regarding the CSJMA Penn Vest Loan Funding Letter for their Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade / Expansion Project. The letter sets June 18th for the first reading of the Ordinance in both Conyngham and Sugarloaf, but we have not received a copy of the Ordinance to date. 
Public Comment (Residents and Taxpayers only) 5-minute limit: 
Marian Chunko once again mentioned the issue of trucks on the road. She suggested that maybe we could improve on the signs directing to I-83. The Township Office Manager will contact Chris Goetz from PennDOT to inquire if anything can be done. 
Sue Larock the Judge of Elections asked that the change is voting be delayed until 2025 due to the volume anticipated for the Presidential Election. The board advised that they had already decided to postpone.

Nora Bellum inquired about the outdoor receptacle, stated that there was power to the box but no power in the receptacle. The road department checked and there was a tripped fuse. They corrected that and the receptacle is now working. 
Andy Anderson noted that he wanted to commend the Office Staff for outstanding service in a recent resolution regarding two cases of hit deer on his property. He also stated the staff are always professional and doing an outstanding job.
Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Yost at 7:15 P.M.

It was noted that all reports or correspondence mentioned during this meeting could be reviewed on the front table.
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