SUGARLOAF TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING
MINUTES
JULY 15, 2025

The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors was held on Tuesday,
July 15, 2025 at 6:30 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on December 26, 2024,

Attendance: In attendance were Chairman Joseph DiSabella, Supervisor Rick Weaver, Supetvisor
Richard Yost, Peters Consultant’s Representative Melanie Bove, Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski, Atty,
Joseph Baranko and Office Manager Elizabeth Tolan.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag:

Public Comment on Items on Agenda Only: There was no public comment.

Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the
Regular Meeting on June 17, 2025. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by
Supervisor Weaver, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting as presented. The motion
passed unanimously, and it was mentioned that copies of the minutes were available at the front

table.

Stormwater Management Ordinance: A motion was needed to approve the draft of this
ordinance provided for advertising for display and entertaining a motion for adoption at the August
2025 Board of Supervisors meeting. An opportunity for public comment will be provided at the
beginning of the August meeting. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by
Supervisor Yost, to approve the advertising for display of this ordinance. The motion passed
unanimously.

Bills: Supervisor Yost reviewed the Expenses Report of the General Fund for June of 2025. A
motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the bills as
read, and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting.
The motion passed unanimously.

Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella mentioned that the financial statement was attached to
all agendas. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to
dispense reading and approve the financial report. The motion passed unanimousty, and
Supervisor Yost signed the Financial Statement.

Police Department: Chairman DiSabella reviewed the police activity report for June 2025. There
were eighty-seven calls for service in June. Magistrate fines collected for June 2025 amounted to

$918.00.

Fire Company:
Chief Hildebrand reviewed the report for June 2025. There were thirty calls for assistance and 59

EMS calls for a total of eighty-nine calls for service.
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Road Department:

1.

The road department activity for June 2025 was reviewed by Supervisor Weaver.

2. A motion was needed to go out for bids for the Main Street Culvert Replacement Project.

As this is not considered a road project by PennDOT and therefore they cannot do the bid
documents, Peters Consultants have agreed to prepare them. A motion was made by
Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to go out for bid on this project. The
motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Weaver mentioned that the speed signs that we purchased for The Meadows
have not yel been installed. He directed the road department foreman to have them
instalied at the two designated spots and then advised the rest of the board that the Police
department should be tasked with setting up the software and monitoring them.

Zoning Report: The Zoning Report for the month of June was reviewed by Zoning Officer Henry
Mieczynski. There were 13 Permits issued and none denied.

Emergency Management: EMA Coordinator Wendy Hildebrand provided an update to the board.

They responded to one call at the Pilot for a tractor trailer accident involving paint.

Sugarloaf Recreation Board:

1.

The board met on July 27, 2025. Township Office Manager Elizabeth Tolan and
Supervisor Rick Weaver attended to provide an overview of the Concession Stand
Replacement costs. After discussion with the Recreation Board, they voted and agreed
that a total replacement of the stand would be the direction to be taken. The Township
Office Manager will begin the process of obtaining quotes to see if we must go out for bid
on this project. The recreation board president will advise the teams that use the stand that
an alternate method of refreshment fundraising will need to be explored during
construction.

Estimated quotes in the project proposal for a full replacement of the stand approximated
the cost to be in the area of $310,000.00. Grant award funds were $160,000.00. After
removing other items in the grant application unrelated to the concession stand, we have
an approx. shortfall of $120,000.00. An inquiry has been made to our State Senator and
Representative to see if there is any other funding which can be obtained for this project. If
not, General Funds may be required to complete it, or, we can do the demolition and part
of the construction and apply for more funding in the future to complete it. We do have a
State LSA grant application paralle! fo this one, but due fo the competitive nature of the
State Grant Program, we cannot optimistically count on receiving this funding. If the
Secretary Treasurer could please comment.

The board suggested that the local teams could apply for grants funds through the First
Federal Foundation as they are registered 501¢ organizations.

Tombhicken Recreation Board: We have not received any minutes at this time from the

Tomhicken Recreation Board.

Pianning Commission: The Planning Commission met on July 7, 2025 and the minutes have

been received.
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Subdivision/Lot Consolidation/Land Development:

Brian Wozniak Minor Subdivision:

1. Review Letters were received from Luzerne County Planning and Engineer with
comments.

New Business:

1.

A Comcast Franchise Agreement for 2025 has been received by the municipality for review
and possible approval. Atty. Baranko has provided suggested revisions. A motion was made
by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, o table the Comcast Franchise
Agreement for 2025 with revisions. The motion passed unanimously, and we will follow up with
this issue at the August 2025 Board of Supervisors meeting once Attorney Baranko has the
opportunity to discuss revisions with UGI.

Resolution No. 11 of 2025 regarding the authorization of a waiver of jurisdiction in favor of the
Borough of Conyngham relative to DEP Permitting for an onsite septic system for real estate
situate in both Sugarloaf Township and Conyngham Borough and owned by Le Famiglia
Compagnia was presented to the board for consideration. A motion was made by Supervisor
Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve Resolution No. 11 of 2025. The motion
passed unanimously.

A copy of resolution No. 070820258 of 2025 was received from Butler Township Luzerne
County. This is a resolution against the plastics pyrolysis plant. (Alterra) This resolution calls in
part for the petitioning of the Sugarloaf Township Board of Supervisors to oppose and deny the
plant in Sugarioaf Township. At this time, no plans have been submitted to the municipality for
this project. The company has requested an opportunity to speak once again at the August
Board of Supervisors meeting to provide additional information on the proposed project.

Old Business:

Correspondence was received from Atty. Baranko regarding the Right of Way dedication of
property owned by Faihopity Farms, Limited Partnership. Atty. Baranko mentioned that an
agreement was in front of the family, and once they approve, it will be submitted to the Board of
Supervisors for final approval.

Correspondence:

1.

2.

5.

6.

A Notice of Violation Letter was received from Pennsylvania DEP in regard to Choice
Cigarette’s Site Characterization Report and Deficiencies.

An Act 14 Notification Letter was received in regard to Pilot Trave) Center #298 informing us of
their infent to submit a National Poltutant Discharge Elimination System permit application. A
copy of the application was also received.

An Inspection Report was received from Luzerne County Conservation District in regard fo the
Waste Area Stockpile for ECMS at 100 Pecora Road, Drums, PA. No violations were observed
at this time.

A Notice was received from Luzemne County Conservation District in regard to an inspection
with violations of a Sugarioaf Parcel between 458 SR93 and Woods Path Lane.
Correspondence was received from Atly. Baranko regarding receipt of the certified copy of
Ordinance No. 2-2025.

Notice of Luzeme County Realty Transfer Tax in the amount of $9,280.60 was received.
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Public Comment:

Craig Bonham mentioned his dissatisfaction regarding the overap in time between the county
meeting and the July Board of Supervisors meeting.

Colleen Cavallo noted that she was against having a plastics recycling plant in Sugarloaf
Township.

Dr. Andy Sanko expressed several concerns regarding the curative amendment that is currently in
County Court and also regarding legal representation of the township in this matter.

Daret Chipeleski expressed that he would like clear answers to questions posed to the board and
requested that board find a way to “pause the clock” on the curative amendment. He also
suggested a change in representation in a solicitor with more planning experience.

Linda Yurish asked if the municipality was being sued in regard to the curative amendment and
suggested the municipality find an attorney specializing in land use.

Wendy Larock questioned the experience of the municipal solicitor in regard to land use. Atty.
Baranko spoke of his 40 years of experience but stated that the Slusser Law Firm would have no
issue with the municipality finding an alternate attorney and that they would work alongside
whomever is selected. She also asked for clarification regarding the sewer arrangements for the
Pilot.

Garth Book asked if we knew what the footprint of the proposed recycling center would be. He was
advised that no plans have been submitted to the municipality at this time.

Brenda Rizzo expressed regarding dangerous conditions at other Alferra locations.

Annie Vinateri spoke about the community meeting she organized and expressed disappointment
that no supervisors were present. She also inquired regarding who recommended the board
remove the agenda item regarding the curative amendment off of the June agenda and suggested
the board explore outside council and offered to provide a list of lawyers that she had researched.
She also spoke about the concerns of the citizens regarding the Power Line Project, the Data
Center, and the Recycling Center. Specifically, she mentioned health and quality of life issues that
the Recycling Center could bring, and the issues other areas have had as a result of Alterra
Recycling centers.

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Richard Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver,
al 7.45P M.

It was noted that all reporis or correspondence mentioned during the meeting could be reviewed at
the front table and copies were available.

Page 4 of 4




FINANCIAL STATEMENT
June 2025

GENERAL FUND $ 753.471.47
STATE FUND $ 202,770.10
MACHINERY FUND $ 160,288.03
FIRE FUND $ 9,401.73
PAYROLL FUND $ 6.276.35
OAKHILL VILLAGE STREET LIGHT FUND $ 7.033.06
DIPPLE MANOR STREET LIGHT FUND $ 247357
SUGARLOAF SEWER FUND $ 764,263.13
PETTY CASH FUND _ Office $ 140.00
PETTY CASHFUND  Police $ 45.00
SUGARLOAF RECREATION BOARD $ 10,164.62
TOMHICKEN PLAYGROUND ASSOC $ _2,949.25
ARP FUNDS $ 0

FIRE ESCROW ACCOUNT CABANA LN (HOLDING ACCOUNT) $ 44.602.21

SINKING FUND CSJMA OBLIGATION $ 21,882.99
SEWER ESCROW ACCOUNT (HOLDING ACCOUNT) $ 5.000.00

FIRE INSURANCE ESCROW ACCOUNT (DENNIS FIELDS $ 8.442.00

CSJMA DRAW ESCROW $ 82,159.00

NOTE: HOLDING, SINKING AND ESCROW ACCOUNT TOTALS ARE FOR
REPORTING PURPOSES ONLY. THEY ARE NOT CONSIDERED INCOME AND

ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR EXPENDITURES.
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